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What is Prevent Duty?

• The Prevent Duty is part of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy, 
CONTEST.

• It aims to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism.
• Under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, certain bodies (e.g. 

schools, NHS, local authorities) have a legal duty to prevent 
radicalisation.

• It’s about safeguarding—protecting vulnerable individuals from 
exploitation.
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Part of the UK’s CONTEST strategy
• CONTEST is the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy.
It’s based on 4  themes:
• prevent: to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism
• pursue: to stop terrorist attacks happening
• protect: to strengthen our protection against a terrorist attack
• prepare: to minimise the impact of a terrorist attack
• Since the 2018 version of CONTEST, counter-terrorism efforts by the UK and allies 

have largely been successful in reducing risk by suppressing the most serious 
terrorist threats.
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Legal obligation under the Counter-Terrorism 
and Security Act 2015

• What is the  p re ve nt d uty und e r the  Counte r-Te rrorism and  
Se curity Act 2015?

• Se ction 26 of the  Counte r-Te rrorism and  Se curity Act 2015 
(the  Act) p lace s a d uty on ce rtain b od ie s (“sp e cifie d  
authoritie s” liste d  in Sche d ule  6 to  the  Act), in the  exe rcise  
of the ir functions, to  have  “d ue  re g ard  to  the  ne e d  to  
p re ve nt p e op le  from b e ing  d rawn into  te rrorism”.
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Aims of the Prevent Duty

• Id e ntify ind ivid uals at risk of rad icalisation.
• Provid e  sup p ort b e fore  harm occurs.
• Promote  share d  value s like  d e mocracy, rule  of law, and  

mutual re sp e ct.
• Build  re silie nce  in communitie s ag ainst extre mist 

id e olog ie s
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Identify and support those at risk of 
radicalisation
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No sing le  p rofile - The re  isn't 
a  sp e cific p rofile  o f some one  

who is at risk o f 
rad icalization. It's a comp lex 

p roce ss with various 
contrib uting  factors.

Vulne rab ilitie s- Factors like  a 
se nse  of g rie vance , iso lation, 

me ntal health issue s, o r 
exp osure  to  extre mist 

conte nt online  can increase  
susce p tib ility.

Be havioral chang e s- 
Chang e s in b e havior, such 

as increase d  ang e r, iso lation, 
o r alte re d  ap p earance , can 

b e  ind icators.

O nline  activity- Increase d  
e ng ag e me nt with extre mist 

conte nt online , includ ing  
p rop ag and a and  vio le nt 

rhe toric, is a se rious 
conce rn.

Justifying  vio le nce - 
Exp re ssing  justification for 
vio le nce  to  so lve  socie tal 
issue s o r using  symb ols 
associate d  with te rrorist 

o rg anizations are  warning  
sig n



Understanding Radicalisation
• Rad icalisation is the  p roce ss b y which a p e rson come s to  sup p ort 

te rrorism or extre mist id e olog ie s.
• It can hap p e n g rad ually or q uickly, and  affe ct p e op le  of any ag e , 

b ackg round , or b e lie f.
In flue nce s m ay includ e :
• Pe rsonal g rie vance s or id e ntity strug g le s
• Pe e r p re ssure  or g roup  d ynamics
• O nline  p rop ag and a and  e cho chamb e rs
• Exp osure  to  extre mist narrative s
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Definition of 
radicalisation

Rad icalization is the  p roce ss 
whe re  an ind ivid ual or g roup  
ad op ts increasing ly extre me  
p olitical, re lig ious, or o the r 
id e olog ical vie ws, ofte n 
lead ing  to  sup p ort for 
vio le nce  or te rrorism. It 
involve s a shift in b e lie fs, 
attitud e s, and  b e haviors 
toward s g reate r extre mism.
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Pathways to extremism
• Pro ce ss, no t  an  e ve nt- Rad icalization is a journe y, no t a d e stination, and  

can take  varying  amounts o f time . 
• Id e o lo g ica l sh ift- It invo lve s e mb racing  increasing ly extre me  id e o log ie s, 

which can b e  p o litical, re lig ious, o r o the r b e lie f syste ms. 
• Sup p o rt  fo r vio le nce - A ke y characte ristic is the  le g itimization of 

vio le nce  or te rrorism as a means to  achie ve  id e o log ical g oals, accord ing  
to  Counte r Te rrorism Policing  and  the  UK g ove rnme nt. 

• Pe rso na l and  ind ivid ua l- Rad icalization is a p e rsonal p roce ss, 
influe nce d  b y ind ivid ual factors, exp e rie nce s, and  vulne rab ilitie s, 
accord ing  to  a d ocume nt from Proce d ure s O nline . 

• Vulne rab ility- Ind ivid uals may b e  d rawn to  extre mist id e o log ie s d ue  to  
fe e ling s o f alie nation, a search for b e long ing , o r a d e sire  fo r meaning  
and  p urp ose
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Factors that may contribute (e.g. identity crisis, peer 
pressure, online influence)

Se ve ral risk factors can make  ind ivid uals more  susce p tib le  to  
rad icalization. 
The se  includ e  exp e rie ncing  a se nse  of g rie vance  or injustice , fe e ling  
iso late d  or alie nate d , having  low se lf-e ste e m or a lack of id e ntity, and  
b e ing  easily influe nce d  b y o the rs or extre mist id e olog ie s online . 
Ad d itionally, ind ivid uals with me ntal health issue s, those  who have  
exp e rie nce d  trauma, and  those  who are  vulne rab le  d ue  to  ag e  or 
d isab ility may also  b e  at hig he r risk
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Internal factors
• Id e ntity Crisis- Ind ivid uals strug g ling  with the ir id e ntity, cultural 

he ritag e , o r p lace  in socie ty can b e  more  vulne rab le . 
• Me nta l He a lth  Issue s- Cond itions like  d e p re ssion, anxie ty, and  o the r 

me ntal health challe ng e s can make  some one  more  susce p tib le . 
• Traum a  and  Ad ve rse  Ch ild ho o d  Exp e rie nce s- Past trauma, ab use , o r 

ne g le ct can create  vulne rab ilitie s that extre mists may exp lo it. 
• Lo w  Se lf-Este e m  and  Lack o f Be lo ng ing - Fe e ling  inad e q uate  o r 

d isconne cte d  from o the rs can make  ind ivid uals more  like ly to  se e k 
valid ation and  acce p tance  from extre mist g roup s. 

• Grie vance s and  Pe rce ive d  In just ice - A strong  se nse  of injustice , 
whe the r real o r p e rce ive d , can fue l re se ntme nt and  a d e sire  fo r 
re trib ution
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External factors
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• In flue nce  fro m  O the rs- Exp osure  to  extremist id eolog ie s, e ithe r d irectly or throug h online  p latforms, can normalize  
and  encourag e  rad ical views. 

• So cia l Iso la t io n  and  Lack o f Sup p o rt- Fee ling  lone ly or d isconnected  from family and  friend s can make  ind ivid uals 
more  vulne rab le  to  the  influence  of extremist g roup s. 

• Pe e r Pre ssure  and  Be lo ng ing - The  d e sire  to  b e long  to  a g roup  and  the  p re ssure  to  conform to  g roup  norms can 
lead  ind ivid uals to  ad op t extremist views. 

• O nline  Extre m ist  Mate ria l- Unsup e rvised  or excessive  exp osure  to  extremist content online  can normalize  rad ical 
views and  encourag e  ind ivid uals to  eng ag e  with extremist narrative s. 

• Exp o sure  to  Extre m ist  Gro up s- Direct inte raction with extremist g roup s, e ithe r online  or in p e rson, can normalize  
the ir id eolog y and  p otentially lead  to  rad icalization. 

• Vulne rab ility Due  to  Ag e , Disab ility, o r Ab use - Ind ivid uals who are  vulne rab le  d ue  to  ag e , d isab ility, or 
exp e riences of ab use  or neg lect may b e  more  suscep tib le  to  manip ulation and  exp lo itation b y extremist g roup



Recognising Signs of Concern
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Be havio ra l chang e s
• Social Iso lation: Withd rawing  from family and  friend s, or chang ing  the ir social circle  to  alig n with a new g roup .
• Secrecy: Becoming  secre tive , p articularly ab out online  activitie s, or b e ing  re luctant to  d iscuss the ir views.
• Increased  Ang e r or Disre sp ect: Exhib iting  increased  leve ls of ang e r, into le rance , or a sud d en d isre sp ectful attitud e  toward s 

o the rs.
• Shift in Ap p earance : Chang ing  the ir style  of d re ss or p e rsonal ap p earance  to  alig n with an extremist g roup  or id eolog y.
• Scrip ted  Sp eech: Talking  as if from a scrip t, o r exp re ssing  views that sound  rehearsed  or ad op ted  from anothe r source .
• O nline  Activity: Sp end ing  excessive  amounts of time  online , p articularly acce ssing  extremist content, d ownload ing  p rop ag and a, 

or eng ag ing  in d iscussions with extremist ind ivid uals or g roup s.
• Inte re st in Extremist Mate rial: Showing  a fascination with or active ly seeking  out extremist lite rature , symb ols, or web site s, 

accord ing  to  Ed ucate  Ag ainst Hate .
• Recruitment Attemp ts: Attemp ting  to  recruit o the rs to  an extremist id eolog y or cause . 
Exp re ssing  e xtre m ist  vie w s
• Justifying  Violence : Exp re ssing  views that justify the  use  of vio lence  to  so lve  socie tal issues or p rob lems.
• "Us vs. Them" Mentality: Using  lang uag e  that d ivid e s p eop le  into  "us" and  "them", often p ortraying  an "out-g roup " neg ative ly.
• Symp athy for Extremist Group s: Exp re ssing  symp athy or sup p ort for extremist id eolog ie s, g roup s, or cause s.
• Ad vocating  Violence : Promoting  or encourag ing  vio lent actions or means to  achieve  social or p olitical chang e .
• Consp iracy Theorie s: Emb racing  consp iracy theorie s and  d istrusting  mainstream med ia



Referral Process
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Raising a concern and making a referral:
Speak to the DSL and Prevent lead at school- 
Danielle Doherty and she will support you. 
• If you are worried someone you know is being 

radicalized, you can visit the ACT Early website 
or contact the national police Prevent advice 
line on 0800 011 3764 for advice.

• You can also use the National Prevent Referral 
Form (available online or from your local 
police/authority) to make a referral to the police.

• You can also contact your local council or police 
directly.

Assessment of the referral:
• The local police force reviews the referral 

to check for immediate security threats 
and assess the genuine risk of 
radicalisation.

• If no risk of radicalisation is identified, 
the individual may be referred to other 
services, such as mental health support 
or social services.

Channel panel assessment:
• If a risk of radicalisation is identified, a 

multi-agency panel of local experts, 
including the local authority, police, 
children's services, social services, and 
health professionals, assesses the 
referral.

• The panel considers factors like the 
individual's engagement with extremist 
ideologies, intent to cause harm, and 
capability to cause harm.

Channel support and intervention:
• If the panel decides the individual is at risk, they are invited to join the Channel support program, which is voluntary.
• If the individual consents, a tailored support package is developed to address their needs and vulnerabilities, which might 

include mentoring, counselling, education, or other forms of assistance.
• If the individual chooses not to participate in Channel, they may be offered other support options, and any risk of radicalisation 

will continue to be managed by the police



Online Safety and Extremism
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The  inte rne t is a  major 
too l for rad icalisation.

Extre mist g roup s use  
social me d ia, fo rums, 
and  g aming  p latforms 

to  re cruit.

Talk to  your child  ab out 
online  safe ty, exp lain the  
d ang e rs, and  make  sure  

the ir social me d ia 
accounts are  se cure . 

Install p are ntal contro ls so  
you can monitor what 

the y acce ss.

Enco urag e  d ig ita l lite racy:

The  NSPCC has 
p rod uce d  the  

fo llowing  he lp ful 
sug g e stions to  he lp  
ke e p  your child  safe :

Sp eak with your child  
ab out what the y d o  

online

Ask the m to  show you 
some  of the ir favourite  

site s

Show an inte re st in 
who the ir frie nd s are  

online

Ask the m how the y 
d e cid e  who to  b e  

frie nd s with

Try and  g e t the m to  
frie nd  you online  too

Ag re e  the  amount of 
time  the y sp e nd  online  
and  the  site s the y visit

Think ab out installing  
p are ntal contro ls on 

the ir d e vice s

Raise  the  issue  of 
inap p rop riate  conte nt. 
Have  the y se e n any?

Make  sure  the y know 
how to  re p ort ab use  

online
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Ag re e  on some  g round  rule s 
tog e the r. Consid e r the  amount o f 

time  the y are  allowe d  to  sp e nd  
online , the  we b site s the y visit and  

the  activitie s the y take  p art in. 
Pare nt Zone  have  g uid e s on 

d iffe re nt social me d ia and  g aming  
p latfo rms.

Inte rne t se rvice  p rovid e rs (ISPs), 
such as Virg in Me d ia, TalkTalk, Sky 
or BT, p rovid e  p are ntal contro ls fo r 

lap top s, p hone s, tab le ts, g ame  
conso le s and  o the r d e vice s that 
conne ct to  the  inte rne t. Pare ntal 
contro ls he lp  you filte r o r re strict 
what your child  can se e  online .

Che ck the  p rivacy se tting s on your 
child ’s social me d ia accounts to  

ke e p  p e rsonal information p rivate . 
Talk to  the m ab out what to  d o  if 
the y se e  worrying  or up se tting  
conte nt o r if some one  contacts 

the m and  make s the m fe e l anxious 
o r uncomfortab le .

Many we b site s have  too ls to  re p ort 
ab use  – make  sure  the y know 

ab out the se  too.

The re  are  some  g reat we b site s to  
he lp  you learn more  ab out child  

online  safe ty, such as Inte rne t 
Matte rs, Safe r Inte rne t and  

Child ne t. If you are  conce rne d  
ab out some thing , you can call the  
NSPCC’s online  safe ty he lp line  on 

0808 800 5002.



Support and Resources
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1

NSPCC- The  NSPCC 
offe rs a d e d icate d  
online  safe ty he lp line  
and  re source s for 
p are nts conce rne d  
ab out the ir child re n's 
online  activity. The y 
p rovid e  ad vice  on 
how to  talk to  
child re n ab out 
p ote ntially up se tting  
e ve nts or conte nt 
the y e ncounte r 
online  (nsp cc.org .uk). 

2

Child ne t 
Inte rnational- This 
org anization offe rs 
re source s and  ad vice  
for p are nts and  
e d ucators on 
ke e p ing  child re n safe  
online . The y also  
p rovid e  g uid ance  on 
how to  have  
conve rsations with 
child re n ab out online  
safe ty (child ne t.com). 

3

FAST- The  FAST 
we b site  offe rs 
sup p ort for familie s 
whose  child re n have  
trave le d  to  or are  
p lanning  to  trave l to  
conflict zone s or 
commit acts of te rror. 

4

ACT Early- This 
Counte r Te rrorism 
Policing  we b site  
p rovid e s information 
and  sup p ort for 
those  conce rne d  
ab out some one  who 
may b e  e xp re ssing  
e xtre me  vie ws or 
hatre d . 

5

Pare nt Zone - This 
we b site  p rovid e s 
information, he lp , 
ad vice , and  sup p ort 
to  p are nts and  o the r 
p rofe ssionals who 
work with the m. 

6

Inte rne t Matte rs- This 
non-p rofit 
o rg anization focuse s 
on ke e p ing  child re n 
safe  online , 
p rovid ing  e -safe ty 
ad vice  and  g uid ance  
on p are ntal contro ls 
(inte rne tmatte rs.org



Summary and Key Takeaways
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Pre ve nt is ab out safe g uard ing , no t criminalising .

Rad icalisation can affe ct anyone —early action 
matte rs.

Know how to  re p ort conce rns.

Know the  p roce ss of Pre ve nt and  Chane l

Promote  inclusion, re sp e ct, and  critical thinking .



Thank you for your ongoing support
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For furthe r sup p ort o r q ue stions, 

Safe g uard ing  Lead  and  Pre ve nt lead . 

Danie lle  Dohe rty 

Email- Danie lle .Dohe rty@lamle d g e school.co.uk

Numb e r- 01952 468220

mailto:Danielle.Doherty@lamledgeschool.co.uk
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